
 

                                  Bits and Pieces 

          Quilters Guild of Indianapolis 

Wow!  We've had a busy year.  I'm still full from all the goodies at 
the Fall Quilt Retreat and Thanksgiving.  I've attended a lot of the 
winding up meetings and I am impressed by your positive atti-
tudes.  We certainly have much to be thankful for.   

I owe a big THANK YOU to the 2015 Committee Chairs and Of-
ficers.  During this year we were able to put in place an audit 

system that will be utilized each time a treasurer leaves and takes over.  We 
found a great place for QGIN at Orchard Park, we've renewed Second Presby-
terian for the general meetings, and continue to work on a possible location in 
Greenwood for the OTLB group.  The quilt show process had great online reg-
istration for quilts and a great online tool Signup Genius to facilitate volun-
teers.   

Our charity quilting group worked hard through the stashes they had and are 
now asking for any quilt tops you may have laying around.  The newsletter 
was great and I appreciated the hard work done by Kim Jacobs.  Kim is mov-
ing on with her full time work as a photojournalist for WFYI.  I'm sure we'll see 
her work down the line.  We had great speakers educate us and teach us with 
hands on projects.  We've also enjoyed the quilters from our own guild and 
learned from them.  I've enjoyed being your president for 2015.  I was asked at 
the quilt show if I would be president again....... that's quite a compliment, but I 
am looking forward to Elizabeth Meek as your new leader.   Elizabeth and I 
tried to meet biweekly during my year as president.  I wanted her to be able to 
slide right in with no surprises.  I look forward to concentrating a little more on 
my business and getting to know my new longarm a little better.. 

Christine Hurley 
2015 President 
Quilters Guild of Indinaapolis 
A.k.a.—The Quilting Pi 
317-331-9292 

HAPPIEST HOLIDAYS!  
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  Denise Hartman, director of the Pediatric unit at Community Hospital 
wants to share this photo with guild members.  It features one of our incu-
bator covers.  Hospital staff send much appreciation for all the volunteers’ 
hard work.  She reports the quilts are a big hit and quite useful to families.  
As you can see from the photo, the quilts can still be 6-8 inches shorter 

and still cover the incubator!  Thank you for all your hard work, time and 
talent this year! 
  
Lynn Thomas-Preemie Quilt Chair 
317-979-7430 
lynnsthomas@att.net 

QGI Preemie Quilt -Community Hospital  

President of the Quilt Guild 
of Indianapolis.  I plan on be-
ing an active member of the 
OTLB and seeing all of you at 
every meeting. 

Enjoy the upcoming season 
when families and friends 
gather  together.  Get all 
those projects done.  But 
please take time to relax and 
enjoy this amazing time.   
Again, thank you all so very 
much. 

Leanne Anderson 
OTLB-Chairman 

  Happy Holidays, Quilters! 

This will be my last entry as 
OTLB Chair.  It has been two 
fun and event filled years.  
Thanks to everyone of you.  
You have welcomed me, a 
novice quilter, into your 
group with open arms.  I have 
learned so much by seeing 
the amazing quilts that you 
make, asking questions and 
always getting answers and 
just feeling like I am a part of 
something filled with warmth.   

I am looking forward to the 
next adventure as the Vice 

   OTLB REPORT  

 

 

 

  
Dec 3 QGI  Holiday Party 
  6:30p.m. 
  2nd Pres.Church 
  7700 N Meridian St  
 
Dec 4  QGIN  Orchard Park 
 Presbyterian 
 1605 E. 106th St. 
 
Dec 19 Charity Quilters   
  10 a.m.—3 p.m. 
  North Methodist   
   3808 N Meridian St  
 
  
 
   
 

DECEMBER  

 

12514 Reynolds Dr.   

Indianapolis, IN 46038    

317.913.1816 

Hours: Mon – Fri 10-5   Saturday 10-3 

Authorized Brother Dealer/Floriani Dealer 
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CHARITY QUILTS YEAR END REPORT    CHARITY 

QUILTS 

 December Comings and Goings at QGIN  
QGIN 

 

 

 

  The QGI-N meeting held on November 6
th

 was well attended, we had 77 members and 3 guests.  Lana Russel gave an 
excellent presentation on The Cotton Theory, in which each block is quilted and then assembled to make 
quilts, place mats, table runners and totes.  The great thing about Cotton Theory is each piece is reversible.  Lana also 
showed many pieces of her beautiful work,  offered books for sale and also offered attendees an opportunity to sign up 
for her classes.    

 
Lynn Thomas did an excellent job chairing the meeting taking my place. I had foot surgery on October 28

th
 and I must 

stay off my feet as much as possible.  She is energetic with a great sense of humor.  With Lynn at the helm, I think next 
year will be interesting and a lot of fun. 
 
This year has passed by so quickly.  When I assumed the chairmanship of the north meeting in January,  December 
seemed years away.  I had  speakers to book and a team to put together.  Fortunately, many members offered ideas for 
programs and still others offered to do a program.  My bee, Fit 2 Bee Tied, offered their support, including Tommi De-
rado, Ann Slabaugh and Nancy Jo Clapp who are members of my QGI-N team.  Maureen Weflen did a great job as Hos-
pitality and Barb Triscari offered to be my secretary when I didn't know I needed one.  I couldn't done it without them.  It 
is a source of inspiration for me how much people can accomplish when we work together for a common goal.   Chris 

Hurley, Elizabeth Meek and Carol Victory were there when I needed a word of encouragement.  Most importantly, I got 
to know many members of the guild better.  I will always be grateful for this experience as QGI-N Chair for 2015. 
Barb Moore-QGI-N Chair 

Following is a list of quilts donated by QGI from December 2014 through 
November 2015. 
 Centered Around Christ       54 quilts 
 Community South Hospital              13 quilts 
 Crane House         24 quilts, 5 children quilts 

 David Moore Pantry     29 fleece hats, 11 fleece scarves 
 Dayspring Center     36 quilts, 8 children quilts 
 Frances Parker School #56    18 quilts 
 Interfaith Hospitality Network    32 quilts, 18 pillowcases 
 Jeremiah House      4 quilts 
 Lutheran Child and Family Services            19 quilts, 170 pillowcases 
 Miracle Place      25 quilts 
 Saint Augustine      1 quilt for fund raiser 
 Trinity Free Clinic     95 children quilts 
 Preemies to area hospitals    150 preemie quilts 
 Impoverished mother and children   1 quilt, 5 children quilts 

 Young girl who aged out of foster care          1 quilt 
 Knitted hats to soup kitchens and others       600 hats 
Thank you to all who contributed by donating supplies, tops, and countless hours 
of time to make the quilts. YOU make the program work.  And a very 
special thanks to the following members who were part of the Charity Team. 
 Quilt In         Mary Strinka 
 QGIN          Mary Ann Drahman 
 OTLB          Marsha Brinson 
 3

rd
. Thursday     Peg Bettenhausen 

 Preemie         Lynn Thomas    transformation 

 Cozy Comforts   Irmalou Schmucker 
 Batt Lady       Cindy Baker 
 Quilts of Valor    Kathryn Woolridge 
 Knitted Hats     Nancy Clapp                                                       Irmalou Schmucker, Charity Chairman 2015  
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 QUILT  SHOW  RECAP  
  

WOW!  What an amazing show we had in October!  The quilts were stunning to say the least and I am so hum-
bled to be able to be a part of it.  Our guild has such tremendous creativity and talent and I heard many people 
commenting on the quality of this show.  I saw lots of smiles on people’s faces as they walked around the show 
looking at the impressive display of quilts that covered the cafeteria from end to end.  As a guild, we should be 
extremely proud of our accomplishments.  Congratulations to all the winners and to everyone who entered a 
quilt. 

  
Quilt week started on Monday for many of us.  Lynn Erbach, our NQA certified judge, had 254 quilts to look at in two and a half days.  
She got to work right away and with the help of a crew of seasoned assistants, she got through 138 quilts the first day!  The next day 
she judged the remainder and saved the Best Of awards for Wednesday morning.  She was very impressed with the quilts which says a 
lot about the talent in our guild. 
  
Wednesday afternoon Party Time Rental arrived at the school and we had a crew of helpers setting up the pipe and drape.  Mary Strin-
ka provided great guidance on setting up a wonderful layout of the over- 400 quilts we displayed. The school was ready within a few 
hours.  We began hanging the quilts Thursday morning after Jennifer Newberg, our show registrar, accounted for the quilts being 
delivered from the drop off sites and the judging venue.  In the afternoon, the vendors arrived with their vans full of fabric, patterns, 
tools and a few surprises.  We had an excellent variety of quilt shops, woodworkers, a soap maker, a button and jewelry shop and a 
retreat center all recruited by Carol Victory.  Maureen Weflen and friends spent most of Thursday setting up the Peony Shop.  It was an 
impressive array of books, magazines, hand-made items, fabric scraps, patterns and blocks that  Maureen collected over the past two 
years and covered at least a dozen tables.  
  
The show opened at 10 on Friday and we had a steady flow of people coming through both the north and south entrances.  It seemed, 
even with the construction on Hwy 31, people were able to find us.  I talked to a few people as they entered and discovered they were 
coming from all over Indiana.  Pam Reid did a great job of getting information to shops around the state and I know many guild mem-
bers played their part by taking bookmarks and signs to retreats and some of the shops up north.  We also got the word out on Face-
book and our website. 
  
Laura Welklin was our featured artist and had an impressive display of her award winning work.  She graciously spent most of Friday at 
her display talking with people and getting lots of compliments on her work. 
  
In addition to the quilt show, there were several events going on during the two days.  Pam Durrant brought a collection of her antique 
quilts and gave us five bed turnings throughout the day that were well attended.  Theresa Cantwell and Laura Welklin prepared select-
ed items for a silent auction on Friday.  On Thursday, Laura and Theresa set up the Large Auction of Small Quilts.  Over 80 quilts were 
donated including some celebrity quilts and quilts made guild members.  Connie Lancaster lead the auction and we had some lively 
bidding on a couple of quilts that sold for $300 each.  Connie Weiger and Ann Petrie put together the Mystery Bags which were hot 
sellers at the admissions tables.  Shari Harrison and Lynn Thomas created six fabulous treasure baskets with different themes.  The draw-
ing took place on Saturday and six lucky people were able to walk away with their treasures. 
  
Our charity ladies spent their time quilting at the show while talking with attendees about what they do and the organizations they 
have donated quilts to. 
  
Betty Bowers food court was a big hit again.  We had lots of goodies to choose from including soups, sandwiches, hotdogs, cookies, 
trail mix and drinks to keep us well hydrated. 
  
Anita Harden did a fine job recruiting volunteers to staff the show.  We appreciated everyone who gave their time to work at the show.  
It made all the difference and the show couldn’t have happened without them. 
  
Cheryl Smith and her husband, Ken, handled the money end of things by collecting cash during the show, getting change out to the 
various stations and making deposits.  The Peony Shop and Quilt Auction used Square technology for the first time this year to boost 
their sales. 
  
By Saturday afternoon at 5 PM, the show ended.  Everyone picked up their quilts, the pipe and drape came down and we put another 
quilt show behind us.  I am so grateful to everyone who contributed in whatever capacity to make this show successful!  We are lucky to 
have a group of talented and passionate quilters in guild who know how to put on a great quilt show.  The money raised from this show 
will fund the guild for the next two years and support our speakers and workshops, meeting facilities, charity projects and  other costs. 
  
Our next guild meeting on Thursday, November 12th, will be all about the quilt show.  We hope you will bring all your award winning 
quilts (including honorable mention awards) and show them off to us again.  We would love to see them one more time. 
  
Thanks again to everyone who volunteered to work the show, the vendors who agreed to come, Westfield-Washington Schools for 
hosting, the janitorial staff who were so responsive when we needed them and to my committee who dedicated two years to bring this 
show together.  You are all so wonderful!  Thank you ten times over! 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Mary Ellen Straughn 
Quilt Show Chairman 
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December  
ôBirthdays 

 

IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ aŀǊƛƭȅƴ 5ŜŎ м 

IŀƴŜƭƛƴŜ {ŀƴŘǊŀ 5ŜŎ н 

aŎ/ƻƳŀǎ ¢ǊƛǎƘ 5ŜŎ н 

²ƘƛǎƳŀƴ {ŀƴŘǊŀ 5ŜŎ н 

DƭƻǾŜǊ CΦ  9ƭŀƛƴŜ 5ŜŎ о 

{ƭŀōŀǳƎƘ !ƴƴ 5ŜŎ о 

/ƻƭȅŜǊ [ȅƴƴ 5ŜŎ п 

Iǳƭƭ 9Ƴƛƭȅ 5ŜŎ п 

²ƘƛǘŜ !ƴŘǊŜŀ 5ŜŎ р 

/ŀǧ [ŀǳǊŀ 5ŜŎ т 

DǳŘŜǊƛŀƴ .Ŝǘǎȅ 5ŜŎ ф 

9ǊƳǎǘ /ƛƴŘƛ 5ŜŎ мм 

DŜǊŘǘ !ƴŘǊŜŀ 5ŜŎ мп 

IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴ {ƘŀǊƛ 5ŜŎ мп 

aŎYŜŜ {ǳȊŀƴƴŜ 5ŜŎ мр 

tŀǳƭǎƻƴ [ƛƴŘŀ 5ŜŎ мф 

5ƻŜƳŜƭ bŀƴŎȅ 5ŜŎ ну 

/ŀǎŜōŜǊŜ tŀǘ 5ŜŎ нф 

IǳǊƭŜȅ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ 5ŜŎ нф 

±ƛŎǘƻǊȅ /ŀǊƻƭ DΦ 5ŜŎ нф 

IƻƻŘ 5ŜōōƛŜ 5ŜŎ ом 

Iȅŀǧ {ƘŜƛƭŀ 5ŜŎ ом 

WǳǊƎƻƴǎƪƛ tŀǳƭŀ 5ŜŎ ом 

LOST EARRING AT QUILT SHOW 

Missing is a golden colored tear drop earring.  It has a 

hook stem and an Alexis Bitar logo on the back.  If any-

one found this please contact Jennifer Lenser, 317-

512-1011 

BOM: It’s Not Too Late to Show and Win! 
By Shari Harrison, 2015 QGI BOM Chair 

 
For this year’s Block of the Month, I’ve been awarding prizes to some lucky quilters who use the BOM patterns 
to make a block, a top, or a complete project using their own fabric.  If you bring your BOM project for Show 
and Tell, I put your name on the list for the quarterly drawing.  I’ve awarded some darling charm packs to the 
winners in March, June and September. 
 
You now have two more chances to win a layer cake or charm pack of beautiful fabric.  Bring a project to the 
general meeting for Show and Tell on December 3, 2015 and January 14, 2016!   
 
Winners will be drawn at the January 14 meeting  - and maybe you’ll be one of them! 

 
Do you have any questions?  Contact Shari Harrison at harrison.shari@gmail.com 

mailto:harrison.shari@gmail.com
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December  Block of  the Month  

Color 1 Yellow  Color 1 needs: two 6- 7/8" squares  

Color 2 tan Color 2 needs: one 3- 1/2" x 14" strip  

Color 3 Blue Color 3 needs: one 3- 7/8" x 15- 1/2" strip  

   ©Marcia Hohn /The Quilter's Cache 

Valeria Meyer OTLB BOM Chair 

Preparing the Pieces and Sewing the Block 

 This makes a 12 “ block. 

Start by cutting the stacked Color 1  6-7/8" squares once on the diagonal...  

Then cut the Color 2  3-1/2" x 14" strip into four 3-1/2" squares...  

Next cut the Color 3  3-7/8" x 15-1/2" strip into four 3-7/8" squares. Stack these, and cut them 

once on the diagonal...  

Now sew a Color 3 half square triangle to the top of a Color 2  3 1/2" square, right sides together, 

using a  1/4" seam. Sew another Color 3 HST to the right of the square. Make four units like this...  

Sew each of the previously made units to a Color 1 half square triangle...  

Join the four quadrants to make the block! Easy Peezy!!  

The quilt shown is made with a variety of Color 1 fabrics, and two different Color 

3 fabrics ...sewn together block to block, surrounded by a thin border, a scrap 

pieced border, and then another thin border   

** Supplies List **  
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¸4&8Ħ$65¸4&8r )6/5&3½4 45"3 

QGI BOM DUE DECEMBER 3, 2015 AT  

GENERAL MEETING 
Get the raffle ‘kit’ for $3.00 from Shari Harrison   

MATERIALS 

Red or Green fabric: Three 5 inch squares total 

Background contrast:  Three 5 inch squares 

Rotary cutter, small mat, rotary cutting ruler at least 15” long. 

Thread to blend with the print or background fabric 

Spray starch and iron (without burning!) each square 

 

SEW 2 PAIRS TOGETHER (RED+WHTE or GREEN+WHITE) 

Set aside one of each (color, background) square for later 

Pair up the remaining squares, red+white or green+white, right sides together (RST). 

Sew a quarter (1/4) inch seam all around the outside of the paired blocks. 

 

CUT the SEWN Squares DIAGONALLY IN EACH DIRECTION ¦ CHECK TWICE BEFORE CUTTING!!! 

Make TWO (2) cuts (dotted lines) through the center of the block from one corner to the opposite corner.   

Repeat for the second sewn block pair.   

You will have 4 half square triangles (HST) x 2 = 8 

Press seams to the dark side. 

Trim each little HST to 2 ¾ inch square. 

 

SEW IT ALL TOGETHER TO MAKE 1 9.5 INCH BLOCK 

 

TIP: Double check your layout before sewing to get the desired effect!  

Refer to the diagram and make sure your HSTs are pointing in the correct direction before sewing. 

Sew the HSTs into pairs, and then into 4 patch units.  You will have two of these. 

Sew one HST unit to the RED (or GREEN) 5 inch square. 

Sew on HST unit to a background square. 

Check your sewing layout with the diagram!!  

Sew the two rows together to make your Hunter’s Star block.  

 

SEE the original tutorial at  

http://www.cascadequilts.com/2011/02/hunter -star-tutorial.html  

 

PƫǱ ȝD ecember  BOM  

 

Set 2 
Aside 

2 Pairs 
RST 

2 Pairs: 4 sides Sewn 

Cut 2X Diagonally 

8 Half Sq Triangles 

http://www.cascadequilts.com/2011/02/hunter-star-tutorial.html
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The Season of Stars  

In this season of stars, of celebration and 
gift-giving, here is a special Star of Bethle-
hem quilt.  It was made in 1961 by an un-
known Amish maker as a gift for the 
Reggekev family of Elkhart after their home 
burned.  In Amish tradition, neighbors near 
and far come together to aid families in 
need.  
 
The Star is quilted in the ditch, and the sur-
rounding blocks are quilted with a feath-
ered wreath on a diamond grid. The 3 1/2 
in side borders are quilted using the Baptist 
Fan pattern. The binding is straight cut 
mint green fabric to match the backing. 
Quilting averages eight stitches per inch 
through a medium batting in white thread.  
 
May the gift of this season of sharing enrich 
your life!  
 
Mary Jane Teeters-Eichacker 
Curator of Social History 
Indiana State Museum 



V O L U M E  3 8 ,  I S S U E  8  P A G E  1 1  

AǇȖrȝȃmǂȞOǇȇbǃȕ 
 

Publisher 
Quiltiers Guild of Indianapolis  
Chris Hurley-Guild President 

Editor 
Kim Jacobs 

  Contributing Editors 
Anita Harden 
Carol Victory 

Elizabeth Meeks 
Irmalou Schmucker 

Judy Ireland 
Julie Grausam 

Leanne Anderson 
Mary Ellen Straughn 

Mary Jane Teeters-Eichacker   
Shari Harrison 
Valeria Meyer 

Graphics courtesy of www.freepik.com 
Production   

Jackie Griswold 
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advance.  Membership in the Quilters Guild of Indianapolis 
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1 for new Junior Members only). To apply for membership, 
complete the form, available online at: quiltguildindy.net/
membership Please indicate on the form if you are a New 
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 PO Box 50345 
Indianapolis, IN  46250 

On the Web! 

quiltguildindy.net 

qginewsletter@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:qginewsletter@yahoo.com

